
 Background 

Youth who are bullied are at an increased risk for suicidal thoughts and behaviors. The 

extent to which other experiences of victimization and perception of safety at school 

impact risk for suicidal thoughts and behaviors is less studied. 

 Objectives 

•Describe the prevalence of victimization events among Kentucky youth. 

•Compare the rates of suicidal thoughts and behaviors among students who were 

victimized and students who were not victimized. 

•Examine the relationship between the number of victimization events and likelihood 

to attempt suicide. 

 Methods 

 Results 

 Conclusions 

Victimization among youth is very prevalent and is an 

urgent public health problem putting many youth at an 

increased risk for suicide. Suicide prevention efforts should 

recognize students who experience victimization of all 

types, not just those who are bullied, as a priority 

population. Suicide prevention efforts should also work in 

concert with anti-bullying, dating violence prevention, 

school safety, and other prevention efforts to reduce the 

prevalence of these suicide risk factors. Interventions that 

target shared risk and protective factors for multiple 

outcomes may be a useful way to collaborate rather than 

compete with other prevention efforts and a way to stretch 

limited resources. 
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KIP Survey: Every school district in the state is invited every other year to participate 

in the Kentucky Incentives for Prevention (KIP) behavioral health survey. Every 6th, 8th, 

10th, and 12th grader in each participating school district is invited to participate. 

Students and their parents/guardians can opt out, and all surveys are anonymous. 

Passive consent is used. 

 

• Final 2016 sample: 111,700 students  

• 143 out of 159 school districts 

 

Analysis: Bivariate associations  between each victimization measure and attempted 

suicide were tested with chi-square analyses. Multivariable logistic regression was 

then used to control for significant covariates to estimate effect sizes of variables of 

interest. 

 Results 

A very high proportion of students 
reported peer victimization. 

 
Victimization of all types greatly increases 
youth’s risk of attempting suicide. 

 
Among the examined types of 
victimization, dating violence (both physical 
and emotional), sexual assault at school, and 
cyberbullying are associated with the highest 
odds of suicide attempt, after controlling for 
other factors. 

% 

Grade 
6th 27.0 
8th  27.2 
10th  25.4 
12th  20.4 

Gender   
Male 50.4 
Female 49.6 

Race/Ethnicity 
NH White 79.9 
NH Black 6.2 
Hispanic 6.1 
NH AA/PI 1.6 
NH AI/AN 2.8 
NH Other 3.3 

Free/reduced lunch 45.7 

Table 1. Sample characteristics 

Summary of Findings 
Figure 1. Prevalence of suicide attempt by victimization 

% 

Victimization in the past year 

Bullied on school property 24.7 

Cyberbullied 15.4 

Forcibly stolen from at school 3.1 

Verbally threatened at school 21.5 

Stolen from at school 29.1 

Physically attacked or threatened at school 9.6 

Sexually assaulted at school 6.3 

Experienced physical dating violence 4.7 

Experienced emotional dating violence 9.3 

Any type of victimization 51.0 

More than 1 type of victimization 30.0 

Attempted suicide 6.4 
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Among students that reported: Percent who attempted suicide 

Adjusted OR* 

Victimization in the past year 

Bullied on school property 4.60 

Cyberbullied 5.22 

Forcibly stolen from at school 5.02 

Verbally threatened at school 4.51 

Stolen from at school 2.45 

Physically attacked or threatened at school 4.88 

Sexually assaulted at school 5.23 

Experienced physical dating violence 5.55 

Experienced emotional dating violence 5.60 

Table 2. Adjusted odds ratios for suicide attempt 

Chi-square tests were calculated assessing differences in likelihood of attempting suicide between those who reported each type 

victimization vs. those who did not report that type of victimization. Chi-square tests revealed statistically significant (p<.001) 

relationships between each type of victimization and attempted suicide. 

*Separate models were run with each victimization measure as the variable of interest, controlling for grade level, gender, 

race/ethnicity, and free/reduced lunch, all of which had statistically significant effects (p<0.05). Separate models were run to 

reduce the effect of multicollinearity between victimization measures. All types of victimization were found to be statistically 

significant predictors of suicide attempt (p<0.001)\. 


